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Hepatitis B virus X protein regulating liver cancer stem cells
to maintain biological behaviors of hepatocellular carcinoma:
recent research progress
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Abstract Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is one of the common malignant tumors in China. Chronic hepatitis B
virus (HBV) infection has been considered as a risk factor for HCC. Hepatitis B virus X protein (HBx) is a
multifunctional regulator that regulates signal transduction and epigenetic gene expressions, and also is involved
in cell proliferation and apoptotic pathways. HBx can promote the self-renewal ability, differentiation, and
resistance to chemotherapy and other biological behaviors of the liver cancer stem cells (LCSCs), and thereby
promote tumor metastasis, infiltration and recurrence. The authors address HBx regulating LCSCs to maintain the
biological behaviors of HCC.
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HF4ifedE (hepatocellular carcinoma, HCC,
PATT o] BR8P 1 1 18 B e o 2 30K T
BB, e E SN T e SE R A A
g b R4 0 —, FREREAESE T A1 1T ),
o7 At R T A B 45%" . ORI R 5 RE X
( hepatitis B virus X protein, HBx ) & H 5
KA YA HBxBEMS 4E R I T 4008 (liver
cancer stem cells, LCSCs) M TEAHEFEM, 1
JF R 0 R A R R R B TR AR T B gk 2
Y, BT R S-RIRMELE . AR SFEACN REA AL
W e T4 ( cancer stem cells, CSCs) , 1M
BRAT I CSCs PR H oy BE T 25 VA0 B IR BB RE J),
Ry g A e A% R 24 B AR o JFE R T A0 iR 1Y A7
TEAE AT B = A 007 J5 ik, IR il TR 1)
B . AT o A ASEIRYT . TN RE B IR I A
R

1 HBx

HBx&—R/Ny17 kDadl EEEH, HHBV
FER A AT ERAESL (ORF ) o f /N X 3
P4t 7EHBYV A 92 T & e ol 25 O ik 4
Mo HBxJE —FZIiRe 1, 53R W HBx I 6t
K B HBV 7E 14 P s 5 52 ) 5 B b, #2728 HBx
XFFHBVRESE S i LKA N ARAS Wk e e 45 8 K
PER™ . A 5% P13 B IR i 2k 9 mT DA S 8 A
i 5% 7 Ry e RE T A0 L, HBV AR BE BT A& ARl R —
ASF, HBV RO ME A A B g R AL, B AR
SHLCSCs, 445 AR EH .

HBVIF A8 B #2055 1 & 4", MHBxEE
Wt SN TG S A SRR A, RR
JHF 9 1F e g SR U BOE A IR, HBx S
EEFAEGESETERE, Wiy g -EHREH
( catenin) , WK F kB (NF-«x B) , Janusi¥[if
M55 7 TG 300G 7 (STAT ) DL K Ras/Raf/#
ZUE IR AR 1 ( MAPK ) 5878 . TEZRBIIK
L HBxal i T 8 gk R g ALE oE 56 M (ROS)
7 A R T Ak A AR A FH R 2ok A A e 5 BHL B
Fas/FaslH T {5 5 i, THIAMMET, XAk
AT LA R P 92 40 i %) R R S DL S HB VA 6
JFF 96 v B Al ML AE TR s AE NI, HBxGl i i
PN ) 98 A e P UE R RE AN AT, DL 2
4R R HBx Il i 13X 2615 53 % KA SCHL I 2 5 2
i T AL AR S AT A, AR EEH BV AR OC i A&
& . REMER,
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Ak, ARG UR B, M HBV A 41 A
B4 A0, A O S D SRS Flm RN A 25 4 7Y
5K, HBxZ PP A, JUH R R OR i 8 J
MHBx (Ct-HBx ) , 75} 41 81 285 ol ks I
B, EAEAHLE R HSUP AR E I, KIICt-
HBx 7R T8 & e rp e A7 78, Ci-HBxEE
A RE 5 R X BT R B R R OC E R A A W) i
o PR b, RAEHBXEE NS 5 5 5 R
PG R 13 (signal transducers and activators of
transcription 3, STAT3) . NF-k BFIPI3K/Aktf5
S B T 5 S C-jun/MMP- 103 £k LR 35 7T 95 fith
SR AL R

2 LCSCs

RS R B, AE R A S AR AR A D B
CSCs, CSCsi2fs HA TR . A 3B H o1k
WRER — MM an i, JF H 5 M iR M
eI7 it 255 UIAH G o I 4Fok, XL Ry #En
M FUAE . MR . MR . S E . RSl
i 98 5 22 B MR v B B 2 2k B CSCs, B
ST CSCs UL 0 P BNy L& —Fh CSCs
B, e HIE A LUh R FEAAAELCSCs, Hlm K I
WFIE B 52 R e B8 . HRBTAR YT AT G o BOR B 2 Y
FEN GO, 3w IR YT T R0 G AR T AR BR
LCSCs, ST 3R 7 al BEALALAR SUIE 40, a2 fi
AR, HIARRBRLCSC,

KT LCSCsRPRAT PRz U . — 2 JCBH I 20
JitL B A A0 M & Ak s R F T AN R AR . P AR
A [5) A Y5 40 J e Js X  72 O T JRER AR 40 D ( cancer
cell of origin, CCO) , HEHMLCSCs, LCSCs
RERS B DNASI M IEE . 22525 (multidrug
resistance, MDR ) & CSCsHAIXF 1k . A Kl
SRS 0T P A DG B BT A R AR R 1 TR,

LCSCs oy 85 2 5 — FIE T M Rl , AR
B 06 A B /0 HIAT B T BOAR MEAE A AT] B
BEH CSCs R 4r T br i Wy 10 W8, Ok B 22 114 27
FRLCSCsEITHISE, v BLad i 11k 2 1 A i 0 fs
LCSCs WAHE AL ZUh i oy B iR ok, 1R iRyt
v IR IEAE S A . B Mo M 25 O MERE . A E 4 5E
LCSCsi Z MR AR Y, 32247 40 i 3% 1 Bt Jt ok
EFECDAF, AHECD133, CDY0. CD44, OV6,
CD24., CD13., K19, 40z s> 7 (epithelial
cell adhesion molecule, EpCAMﬂ‘F%CD?)Zﬁ)
LS g A, il #E (side population, SP)
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0 M4y BB T CSCs I B, SPAI I & 4538 i
ABC ( ATP binding cassette ) s BB DNA Y
#lHoechst 33342 A MANAY — S E, S
SPANAEAH L, SPAN A 7E T 98 41 20 b 2 A5 o 1) 1) 384
WG . RURBE BT T B SPRRLZ
M 25 E A (ABCG2, ABCB) , Xt WAkyr
24W)5-FU . 2R WE T R LG, 12 2510 245 4 ¢
FEEREHET YN AE, A FLCSCsHIRE
W B M XA T 25 R R R AR
T AR BEE G X CSCs, T H B R X s
RGP IFAECSCs T A . CDI33fF7E 5 LCSCs &
M, WAEETIER T4, CD4451FZ 435t
FEAC, WMEAMRIAE, ol b e M35 i 3=
] R S S N b VA A F I R W B i
FILCSCs, 7E H AR ULARMES AME M, 1A FHECA bR
BB M E LCSCSTE VR 22 SCHk WARTE ™

3 HBx Xt LCSCs HEHHEXESER

3.1 Wnt/p -catenin 5 S8

Z MWt/ B -cateninff S & FHIN N ET
Ui A W SEAR AR Wt/ B -catenini
B e AL b B AR ST A5 S e Sl B, A 2
B . oAk AR TR E EEAEH, Wt/ B -catenin
I B WO e BE S e SR AN MRS A . Ml
AR FWMMMP-2 . VEGF-A /7K 1fif 5 O
B ) KR RB MR, Shen %V H
Ad-HBxE& G /N BB AL 40 8 ( hepatic progenitor
cells, HPCs ) AMAEHBxAI G & EE T HY
B —cateninfE (¥ Az, F— 2L PCRAOFTHBxL
fEJE B -catenin mRNAFIE (K FERIERL, XUlH
TEHPCs T HBx 1 KK WG T Wnt/ B -catenin 5 5l
H, Wnt 52 KE G456 R0, s T iR
MR &Y (AXIN, APC. GSK-3B ) M,
MTTHELTE B -catenin, 55N FTCF/LEFIE &
XN Eﬁj@fﬁc—myc\ cyclin D1, CD44% — &
B H0 L IR A e s 2 A RS RE . HBx Y 5
LA FCXCR4 ( C-X-C chemokine receptor type
4, CXCR4) FICXCL12%35, CXCR4/CXCL12p#
JE WG Wt/ B -cateninff 5l H, H#OV6 (+)
LCSCs¥4%H . iTRRETs, JF BRI XS MR L A
BVD R BA R S R A A ST Y 2, T AR BE S A
CXCR4 ##lFAMD3100/5 , OV 6+ T 4 il 4F
PEWE W] U 55 o Shen % HIAH [R] 70 & (19 R LR 2
SR Ak PR g 40 0, 50 BRAR AR L, s
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KLF8 (krupple-like factor 8, KLF8) N
JHL v 240 B T A HE L 1T K LF S 38 2 0% Wt/
B — 3% PR PR 5 O 02 AR T BU R 4R T 4 i
FERRAE, T8 & 4 bl B TE M BURE
I, B0 KLES AT LA A4 ] 98 SO g 1 09 A 2L
WBIF . HIWFFE Wat/ B -cateninfs 518 1 GE 1%
1S Bl B i 98 5 R R LA, X IRAT
L 1) O 3B B A VDS Y TR SR AL S AR
3.2 PI3K/Akt 5 5B

PI3KA{E 5 i P it 5248 MR sk L 45 &, I
P85 SH2H W T i — 20 15 (L P85-PL10KE S 1)
BH HEE A Ras MIPTI0E 454, SHPI3KAY
WAL . B R MPI3K S FlifAktZ5 &, AKTHE
PEwE IR Ak 2 Bl e S, o] DLl o T B 7 R Gk
G R o o R B VN 1o 21 TR G R L
AN, Aktts {8 IE % 7% Sk I FNF- « BFIBcl-2,
NF-k B5 2 40 7 fn A B 5 R 0 40 i 45
o AT RAE AR G, TR AR R A R A T U TE
AR Zha 5T G0 4110 A & B
HBV (+) /AFP (+) JH9 8 E AL TP sk A
T Oct4, KIf4, Sox2 Mle-myeld &P I8 1218 i h
pAKTE‘J%‘%Iﬁi’J%:J:IEﬁZﬂ@:{, i 5 Western blot#:
% T PR CD44 . CDI33FIEpCAMAH Fb#¢
HBV (-) /AFP (-) 8t maKiL, $#2/-HBvA]
VIR ZhAFPER A, BT PEAr W B e s - 5 3=
ik, M HAFPA SR e R — TP & . M
P A 5206 R, HBxIKEIAFPFA, M
PTEN{EM:, WG BG PI3K/AKL S S 38 %, #0060
PI3K/Aktf5 5 i B 155 5 5 4 P2 AH OC 2R 1 i R 3k,
H R H siRNAJD 6 AF P2 3A 68 48 1 il 42 V& T2 i 41
il LA E I MpAkt (Serd73) F£ik, Wit
AF P i 3006 PI3K/Akof5 i B8 76 755 1 40 i 2B i
IR T I 200 160 0 1 5 b b i S BRI BY S DL 1 g
S WIHBxAE 1 T L 1E 5 240 Jd 1) T4 f i ik, IF
HHBxA] LI SC UK S AFPR 3k, i 7 0 4 B AH 56
HEHOctd, KIf4, Sox2Hle-myeFik, 4T3k HEZH
MoV RAL, BFSEAFP/PISK/AKUE Sk al LI T
fift It A5 N e % M A 22 0 4y FALHI, ik — b
PRTHE 0] LCS Cs ]I ¥ 7 98 P2 4L 31 22 2 2 K i
AT B B A T8 2 DR 2 T G 97 B B
3.3 STAT3/NANOG =S i@ %

STAT3Z HUFZ 4l f2, HesE . f776 . $i
W RZE . ML BN R DL e 2 1k 3 A0
NANOG 2+ 4 fg &5 58 AV AR 40 i 15 38 588 14 56
L S O R R BESTATI AT L) 1 45
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HFOCT3/4 LTANANOGH: S H F Ry KL, W& D
[ 4E 5 2 Re A A R EHAE S . Ching " BT &
IHBxIEhN T T HEAH G EINANOGFISOX2 L) K 1
HFR G CD133FCD4THI R L, STAT3F SR
T P HBx 38 34 20 I AT H Bx 36 JE /N B b st o, &
HEEER, ERHBxXTCSCs T 1 £k M 4E 5 A
HEAEH, MWestern blot4 1l 43 #r HBx L e i 5
STAT3HIT 4l il % 5k FNANOG I ik, FEIMA
STAT3HMHIFIS31-201 )5, NANOGH kb T F i
R, IF HERIRTE B 52 56t & LHBx 1/ 5 19 H &
B RT . B2, X545 R R P HB il i
STAT3/ FINANOG b I 58 LCSCs i FOs M A
FYERFAE . HBx3d o 95 CSCs 78 T i & 8 A ik
i CHEE, O KSTAT3/NANOGIE A AL %%
WO, AT HBx AR Y 23 1 BIL DR B v R
g R AL IR, B2 Dk 33X R B B e T &
WA E, AT & E X HBxIE S BISTAT3/
NANOG [ 5 1] 35 7 LA B 56 0 0000 5 o 245 S A0 g
BR BRI TR UL# . STAT3 . NANOGHE
DR AT RETE £ AH G 988 & A Ji v & 45 A
0T BB R A R 2k RS B LA 7 04 8 A

4 HBx AT RVWEFEMFHERIE

2 WL A% 45 AR e I AR ) e bR B T G B Y
YERT, J IR 3R 35 1 2 W 35t 4% 8 468 J& — A~ B R 3l
AW, SREAEABM, DNAF A M
T E¥H . DNAH JE AL 2 T 40 M 53 Ak ok /8 8 2 10
-, fe Al T 4 i ) AS W) 9 I 7Y 434k, DNAH
FEAR PN N S e R CSCs 1Y VB AE 2 UL 38 AL HL I
S O T A% A AR SRR E B R A BEEAR DG, U
HEMAEAMEP A, J0RYAITE5 MU,
T 9 R R

HEHEHEIAE (histone lysine
demethylases, KDMs) W82 5 2| M A < . il
BN, RE . LR ACTT TR 25 55 2 Fp P 17
M. Wang %5 FGY & BAE £ T IS HH OC T iR
H G, AL A T AR Y, WEpCAM .,
AFP, PROMI1LLIENANOG K £ IKEKDMSBH #
K B M, JF HKDMSB/KEFMEpCAM .
AFPIKF B IE A K, X 225 R B KD M5B /& 4k
R T4l A E 2 1. M4 T oRIEE MR
KB, HBxBEW M KDMSB, EpCAM ., AFP,
PROMIFINANOGZK ik, HEHAKPLHI5 I8 A AR
MR, LA ES5 LW, HBxil ik FJHKDMSB, i
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KDM5BFF 5 PE 2 B F AL gk BE 400 o 66 R 5 o
B T A0 M ek . R R AR 28 e ), i H 3
TKDMSBIEAEFF T PEA S /E, SHBxM A
ER, AR E TG A RKE ., Fan "0
8 K IHBxBEH L DNAH FAL B FEpCAM &K L,
EpCAMEE T MM EZMN L EFWNS 7, FIH
YAt 5 G 5 DT TE I S SIE T HBx AR #iNF - « B/Rel A
%, NF-«k B/Rel Af &S T EpCAMEF; 38 Ih 17 &5
TR CPGE P, AR Rel AN H CpG 2 F AL F
EpCAMZE L, MAEHBxEIAG, RelAZiHH 3
FEEZH2 . TET2FIDNA P JLH: 525 ( DNMT3L )
W E &Y, W T BT, A2 T 40
R EpCAM#E L B, A5 iE, HBx Ak
BOISDNMT, fE #4528 E 083 7 P Ak, S
Wnt/ B -cateninf5 538 i A9 E ,  HE 1T 52 M0 i 40
JMEpCAMZE L, HFHDNMTX TCSCRELFH,
DNMT i @k 2% 7] DL 3d o8 FR i CS Cs 22 5F 3 2D I i &
Ao G, 0 RS LB IR UL 2 DNAH
FEACERAE TR T NI AE 1 1 5 5 0 .

5 HBx{E# LCSCs ByiL A EM&EI AT

LCSCs {38 58 1 0 9 2 k5 e 7% 1 22
R 2z —, dn ey 400 i) JFE 384 58 B R IR 9T 1 — KA 55 7
] R MR 22 (RS 2 T, HBxAEE Y iR 40 ff A=
FERP TR Th Z MG S T i, 40
WA EHE T (p27. eyelin D1, p21FIp53) #i
RIHT-H A (PARP) ™ Yo" 5 HBx A2
N FL AN M ( fetal HPCs, FHPCs ) H9%H 505
R X LEFHPCs FHERIBEpCAM . CD133% 1
AR Anic Y, FERSNSEE T, FHPCsRBSE AR
3 Sy T A0 TR R R A0 L, A AR A U 4
JL, 3 Le AT S A T T A M . T H B x (9 C R i
REfE i FHPCsHY IS FH , K WIHBxHEH & 57 FHPCs
(3G EE, WM RL . ANk S HBxE
o K Bax/Bel2 EL ), j’fﬂﬁiﬂoaspase-3$ﬂcaspase-9
ik, MMl caspase FIFHEFFPARP (poly
ADP-ribose polymerase ) I35, M 400 il b J& 40
MEFET: . 54, HBxHgE & PI3K/AKTIE & iy
Akt #8518 1 Raf- 1 FIP65-PAK KB 2 f Bad 1)
Serl36 4% 3, & FBadXfBel-28Bel- X145 Hi/E
FH, B I Bel-288Bel- X TR & 470 20 B 94 T /4 2
fg, M HAKEERNHl caspase-9RY G M, 306 e
R T, N S R AN M R AF BB ) O LR B
= o NI ST vt D B S 1/ S B2 S
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H B o 50725 240 i o SUI 4G A i, o073 40 i A B0 AR
MRS Tk I 00 A ) A 3R 38 AR P I SR R i o 51 R
AN 52 A il £ 240 M 1 5

6 HitSRE

JHF i 2 T AL S B PN R L SRR R, R R
FRFET- B RN Z —P ek B JLH4E,
H R WI2 W 2R A G T R R LISk, P RO TS
BB, (FR SRR AR BAR AR X
TR BB EMIRIT LS I I B % . BAR TR
I A% A 2 988 J8 3 0IR AEIR T ik, (R
RIS S RERENER, RINBUSTIA NG
A N o XTI 0 R A, & B ki ZE AT
(TACE) 2 4IGY7, (H T M i e 1k 27 it 25
P, HERCR AR A Z Y LCSCsFETE T AF
o fp g, JLRRIEAE TORMRMGAE, AFREH ML
0] 43 AL RE 1, 3T R AH SCF 5 2§ ) 4 T AR
ICYCDY0, CD44. CDI33FIEpCAM%, il ib B
B LA PRIC Y AT LLIX A LCSCs M98 40 A 2>,
LCSCs [ F7 75 7] 58175 5 968 41 i X Ak )7 BT A SR
Jo B AR, R, R T A 9T N 22 4 G
HELCSCsIRYT , JUHAET AR . BUT A/ s fb )7 5 2
52 BT IA TP LCS G

CAUF R 1 XA A TE SR sh A S HB V5 3 119
Wi & e b i 5 B L HEZMAIEM . HBxJH#ELCSCs
PEIE ATl MR L BRI M &, B4 W HBV-JIF
TR BN EZE LY. BRAFR AR C & E
TR HBX TSSO R kR SRR, W
FH O B R, AR ENE, AR
AR 3 A A Ak AN G B DA R O T AR, R
4 Mk, K2 8058 2R B 7E 4 ff A 3 4 1 7
R AN AT SR RS . A DG 5 R
T EFATHBx Y5 - =B R RNA (3p-siHBx ) /)
THERNA R 38 i HBx TR 7 A 200 5T £ B R 9
BENR, AL 3p-siHBxYT % W] B HBV #44KJHF E
G G 8 SR BE IR I HBV & ), DA T 4 21 410 4
HBx# ik, THBRHBxMIIEEDY . HBxMEELCSCsE
W24 S R T Re 09 BIL R AT BB B R TE T R B Y 58
o5, BRI, A 2 AR OG5 b g v S 18] HBx /) 3R
W T ik — L B AY

S %
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